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Expert tells how to prevent birds from crashing into windows
Ken Borsuk
Updated 10:07 pm, Monday, June 1, 2015

It's an unmistakable sound that many
Greenwich homeowners are familiar with: the
sound of a bird smacking into a window.
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Millions of birds are killed each year in the
United States by colliding with glass windows,
according to the American Bird Conservancy.
Because birds have poor depth perception, they
assume a reflection of clouds, sky or vegetation
are real and fly toward it.
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"The more glass you have, the more collisions
there will be," said Christine Sheppard, the
collisions program manager for the American
Bird Conservancy.
"There's a direct correlation. A 10 percent
increase in the amount of glass in a facade
correlates to about a 20 percent increase in the
number of collisions."

Sheppard spoke at Greenwich Window
Treatments' 79 E. Putnam Ave. location recently, courtesy of Murphy Brothers Contracting
and Greenwich Audubon, who invited her to explain ways to lessen the risk of birds flying
into windows.
While eliminating the problem is impossible, Sheppard said, there are ways to lessen it.
The easiest way to help is to apply markings birds can see, in patterns like vertical stripes, on
the outside of windows. She said markings require minimal glass coverage and keep
views unobscured.
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Tempera paint, which is available in arts and crafts stores, is recommended for markings.
Translucent ABC Bird Tape also works because it transmits light.
Interior window films can also be applied to the outside of windows. Netting can be used,
Sheppard said, but it must be several inches in front of the window so birds don't hit the
glass after hitting the net.
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Sheppard said prototypes for more bird-friendly glass are being tested .
Collisions, which tend to happen most often during spring and fall migration, occur
everywhere from large buildings to the window near a person's front yard.
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"The most recent estimates for cell towers say they kill about 7 million birds per year,"
Sheppard said.
"Power lines are responsible for about 175 million bird deaths. But buildings and glass are
responsible for 300 million to a billion birds in the U.S. alone.
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"That happens every year, and the reason people don't notice it is that it happens here and it
happens there, and people don't realize the accumulation of these kinds of collisions.
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The only bigger threat to birds than glass, according to Sheppard, is cats.
Sheppard compared the inability of birds to see glass to a person riding a skateboard
while texting.
"He doesn't necessarily know where he's going and he's trying to keep track, and it's easy
enough to smack into a wall when you're doing that," Sheppard said.
More information is available online at www.abcbirds.org.
kborsuk@scni.com
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"Any building out there has probably killed a bird."
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